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Tel,  G-osforth  52053 


Council  Chambers, 
GOSFORTH, 

Northumberland, 


20th  September,  1966, 


To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Cosforth  Urban  District  Council, 

Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Centlemen, 

It  is  my  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  the 
district  for  1965. 

Since  I965  was  my  first  year  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of 
Cosforth  my  debt  to  others  is  a particularly  heavy  one.  Doctors  in 
hospital,  laboratory,  and  general  practice  were  invariably  most 
co-operative.  Much  help  and  advice  was  received  from  chief  officers 
of  other  departments  of  the  Council,  In  the  department  I was  able  to 
learn  from  Mr,  Stenger^s  wide  knowledge  of  the  district  and  its  pixjblems. 

Lastly  I would  like  to  thank  Councillor  Michelson  and  the  members 
of  the  Health  Committee  for  their  interest  in  health  matters, 

I am. 

Yours  faithfully, 

H,C,T,  SMITH, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  in  acres  1739 

Registrar  General’s  estimated  population  27,410 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  rate  book  8901 

at  31st  March,  1965* 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  £4074- 

Rateable  value  at  31st  March,  I965  £102,4130 


Population  trends  - 


1951 

2A,500 

1956 

24,810 

1961 

26,600 

1962 

26,780 

1963 

26,800 

1964. 

27,410 

1965 

27,400 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 

M F Total  Rates 

LIVE  BIRTHS  215  18?  1*02 

Crude  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  14«67 

Comparability  factor  0,97  • ' 

Adjusted  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  14*23 

ILLB&ITIMATE  LIVE  BIRTHS  8 8 l6 

Illegitimate  live  birth  rate  per  100  live  births  3*98 

STILLBIRTHS  72  9 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  21,90 

INFANT  DEATHS  (Deaths  in  the  first  year)  13  4 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  9*95 

NEONATAL  DEATHS  (Deaths  in  the  first  4 weeks)  12  3 

Neonatal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  7*46 

EARLY  NEONATAL  DEATHS  (Deaths  in  the 

first  week)  11  2 

Early  neonatal  mortality  rate  per  1,000 

live  births  4,98 

PERINATAL  DEilTHS  (Deaths  in  the  first 

week  and  stillbirths)  8 3 H 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live 

and  stillbirths)  26,76 

There  have  been  no  Maternal  deaths  since  I960, 

DEATHS  210  232  kk2 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  popxilation  16,13 

Conparability  factor  0,74  • 

Adjusted  death  rate  per  1,000  population  11*94 
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Cause  of  Death 


Sex  Under  4 wks'  1 - 5 - 

4 wks  - 1 


1. 

3. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 


15. 


16, 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 
29. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Syphilitic  disease 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomadi 

Mali^iant  neoplasm,  l\uig,  bronchus 

{ 

Malignant  neoplaan,  breast 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

Other  malignant  & lymphatic  neoplasms 

Leukaemia,  aleukaenda 

Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

Coronary  disease,  Angina 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Oiiier  heart  disease 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Pneiimonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  * 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

Congenital  malformations 

Other  defined  & ill-defined  diseases 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

All  other  accidents 

Suicide 
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1 


15  - 

25  - 

35  - 

2,5  - 

55  - 

63  - 

75  & 

over 

Total 
all  ages 
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Causes  of  Infant  Deaths 


There  were  four  infant  deaths.  One  was  due  to  accidental 
asphyxia  at  13  weeks,  one  due  to  congenital  heart  disease  at  3 
weeks.  The  other  two  v/ere  in  the  first  week  of  life.  Both  were 
premature  infants  and  the  cause  of  death  was  given  as  respiratory 
distress  syndrome.  In  one,  haemolytic  disease  due  to  Rhesus 
immunisation  was  given  as  an  associated  cause. 


Causes  of  Stillbirths 

Maternal  conditions, 

Uterine  nj^ture  1 

Concealed  accidental  haemorrhego  1 

Placental  and  cord  conditions. 

Placental  insufficiency  3 

Foetal  conditions,  j ) 

I 

* / 

CoAgenital  malformation 

(multiple),  1 

Others,  Foetus  papyraccus  1 

Cause  unknown  2 


Principal  Cause  of  Death 


Number 

Cancer 

75 

11.0 

Vascular  lesions  of  central  nervous  system 

6l 

13o8 

Heart  and  circulatory  disease 

171 

38.7 

(Coronary  thrombosis  90  deaths 
or  20,3%  of  total) 

Respiratory  disease 

14.5 

Other  diseases 

43 

9.7 

Violence 

28 

6.3 

1, 

2, 

3. 
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(Deaths  from  Cancer 


Oesophagus 

Stomach 

Pancreas 

Call  Bladder 

Bile  Duct 

Colon 

Rectum 

Laiynx 

Lxing 

Breast 

Uterus 

Ovary 

Prostate 

Ureter 

Bladder 

Thyroid 

Sphenoidal  Sinus 
Accoustic  Neuroma 
Cerebral  Cliona 
Primary  site  unkno\7n 
Leukaemia 

TOTAL 


NOTE:  This  table  has  been  prepared  from  local  records  and  differs  in  one  or  two 
particulars  from  the  table  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General, 
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B DISEASES 


I 

Table  of  caaeis  notified  in  the-  Urban  District  Tauring  196^,  set 
crut  in  age  g:i^:raps« 


At  all  under  IW^  5^14  15”64  65  and 

age  So  1 yr»  OTor 


Meaale  s 
Pneumonia 
Scarlet  Fever 
Erysipelas 
Dysentery 


368 

1 p 

1 

9 

1 


7 


254  105 

1 


6 

1 

3 

1 


10 


397 


254  106 


13 


16 


13 


SALMONELLOSIS. 


Typhoid.  A case  of  typhoid  was  diagnosed  at  Newcastle  Oeneral  Hospital 
on  July  21st,  The  woman  ooncemed  had  been  immersed  in  the  T^rne  on 
June  30th  and  had  subsequently  been  a patient  at  the  Ocllingwood  Clinic 
of  St,  Nicholas  Hospitals  hhe  hospital  authorities  asked  for  tho 
advice  of  the  Health  Departmer:::  as  it  was  considered  thai-  there  'f3C  a 
chance  of  spread  of  info oc; ion  >,h.bhin  the  hospitalo  Hr-remont  of  nat.lt  ri  s 
was  temporarily  stepped  eni  -f,;r'tain  other  restrictions  were  er-t'or-c-edo 
Any  contacts  who  had  ss'iiptoms  wore  completely  isokotedo  Subsequently 
specimens  were  taken  f'l-o".  ajLl  contacts  within  the  nospital^  A fov/ 
patients  who  v;ere  possib.’.-rs  .v.o, ■'.tacts  had  been  discha.’^ged  and  the  .iedif’-al 
Officer  of  Health  of  the  '^n  which  they  lived  wa.s  ir;fornied.> 

No  spread  of  in.foction  was  in  fact  found  but  until  this  had  been  proved 
it  was  an  anxious  time  for  all  concerned. 


Other  Salmonella  Infections , 

Only  one  case  occurred,  A young  man  became  infected  with  Salmonella 
typhi-murlum  outside  the  district.  He  was  kept  under  observation  till 
three  negative  specimens  were  obtained. 


BRUCELLOSIS 

A single  case  occurred.  The  man  concerned  always  drank  unpasteurised 
milk.  With  the  help  of  Newcastle  Health  Department  the  County  Health 
Inspector  was  able  to  trace  the  milk  back  to  a farm  were  some  infection 
had  occurred.  Appropriate  precautions  were  taken  to  prevent  the  sale  of 
infected  milk  xinpasteurised. 


I.1DASLES 


Cases  occurred  throughout  the  year,  April  being  the  v;orst  month. 
This  1965  outbreak  was  more  prolonged  than  usual  but  the  number  of  cases 
at  any  one  time  was  never  large. 


IMMUNISATION  MD  VACCINATION 


Immunisation  and  Vaccination  are  given  as  far  as  possible  according 
to  the  following  schedule 


VISITS 

VAOGXNE 

1 

3 months 

Triple  Antigen  (Diphtheria^  Tc-tniris 
and  Whooping  Cough)  and  Oral 
Polioinyelitis 

2 

hr  months 

Triple  Antigen 

3 

5 months 

Triple  Antigen  and  Oral  Poliomyelitis 

4 

7 months 

Oral  Poliomyelitis 

5 

1-2  years 

Smallpox  vaccination 

6 

2 years 

Triple  Antigen  and  Oral  Poliomyelitis 

7 

4-5  years 

Diphtheria/Tetanus 

Oral  Poliomyelitis 

8 

8-10  years 

Diphthe ria/Te t anu s 

9 

10  - 12  years 

B.C.&.  (to  those  negative  to 
skin  test) 
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The  folloT/ing  table  gives  the  number  of  children  immunised  in 
the  district.  The  figures  for  diphtheria,  tetanus,  whooping  cough 
and  poliomyelitis  are  satisfactory  but  the  returns  indicate  that 
less  than  half  the  infants  are  being  vaccinated  against  smallpox. 
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Particulars  of  New  Cases 




New  Cases 

Inward  Transfers 

AGE 

i Pulmonary 

Non-Pul. 

Pulmonary 

i Non-P\il. 
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3 
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2 
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5 

2 

15 
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1 

1 

22  j 

Comparison  vn.th  previous 


Year. 

New  cases. 

Inv/ard  Transfers. 

Deaths 

Average  1946-50 

26 

5 

14 

" 1951-55 

32 

11 

6 

" 1956-60 

23 

11 

2 

" 1960-65 

13 

8 

1 

1961 

20 

12 

2 

1962 

10 

11 

- 

1963 

12 

2 

- 

1964 

7 

7 

1 

1965 

15 

7 

1 

- 17  - 
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Tuberculosis  Register,  19^5 
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The  number  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  in  Gosforth  in  I965 
is  above  the  average  for  the  five  year  period.  With  small  numbers 
this  is  not  significant  in  itself  but  it  is  in  line  with  experience 
in  adjacent  areas  where  there  has  also  been  an  increase.  The  chest 
physicians  and  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  concerned  are 
studying  this  matter  but  are  not  yet  sure  v/hether  it  represents  a 
real  v/orsening  of  the  tubercialosis  situation  or  is  due  to  an 
artificial  factor. 

A mild  case  of  primaiy  tuberculosis  occurred  in  a girl 
attending  the  junior  branch  of  a local  private  school.  After 
consultation  with  the  head  mistress  and  the  school's  own  doctor 
it  was  decided  to  carry  out  a full  investigation.  The  school 
premises  were  of  a very  high  standard.  Arrangements  were  made 
for  all  staff  to  have  a chest  X-Ray  but  no-one  v;ith  tuberculosis 
was  found.  The  parents  of  all  195  children  were  circulated  asking 
permission  to  do  a Mantoux  test.  Only  one  parent  refused.  Two 
children  were  absent  on  the  three  occasions  when  testing  was  done. 
Six  children  had  the  test  done  elsewhere  and  the  remaining  186 
were  all  tested  at  the  school.  The  results  of  192  tests  were 
therefore  available,  15  children  were  positive  and  of  these 
12  had  been  given  B.C.G.  at  some  time  in  the  past.  The  remaining 
three  were  investigated  by  the  chest  clinics  but  were  not  found 
to  have  active  tubercialosis.  Thus  it  was  possible  to  conclude 
that  there  was  no  active  focus  of  tubercialosis  in  the  school. 

The  investigation  was  satisfactorily  completed  because  of  a high 
degree  of  co-operation  from  the  school  staff  and  the  parents 
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SERVICES  FOR  THE  EIJ)ERLY 


G-osforth  hna  a high  proportion  of  old  people  in  its  popiilation. 

The  1961  census  showed  that  13 -l^  of  persons  i.e.  Gone  3550  were 
aged  65  or  over  and  there  probably  are  more  now.  The  majority  of 
old  people  manage  very  well  either  on  their  own  account  or  v/ith  help 
from  relatives  and  friends.  Increasingly  however  with  the  greater 
mobility  of  the  population  old  people  are  being  cut  off  from  their 
relations  and  are  left  needing  help  either  from  voluntary  or  from 
official  sources.  The  main  bodies  helping  the  elderly  are  the 
National  Health  Service,  the  National  Insurance  and  Pensions  Seiwice 
and  the  National  Assistance  Board.  It  would  seem  useful  to  review 
other  sources  of  help  to  the  elderly  both  voluntary  and  statutory, 

HOUSING. 

In  Gosforth  there  are  over  43  bungalows  or  small  houses 
specifically  designed  for  the  elderly  and  in  addition  some  100 
'bed-sitters'  and  200  one-bedroomed  flats  are  mainly  occupied  by 
elderly  people.  It  is  v;ell  worth  the  Council's  while  to  build 
especially  for  the  elderly  as  in  addition  to  meeting  a need  it  means 
the  release  of  a number  of  larger  houses  for  family  occupation,  Y/e 
are  also  finding  more  and  more  that  the  tenants  of  houses  in  clearance 
areas  are  elderly. 

Coronation  Cottages,  6 cottages  v/ere  built  by  the  Council  in  1953 
for  the  more  disabled  elderly.  All  are  centrally  heated  and  designed 
to  reduce  work  to  a minimum.  In  the  centre  is  a communal  room  but 
unfortunately  this  is  very  seldom  used. 

Aged  Miners  Cottages,  20  bungalows  at  Shield  Grove  are  occupied  by 
retired  mineworkers.  These  old  people  do  not  pay  rent  and  receive 
free  coal.  The  scheme  is  administered  by  the  Northumberland 
Association  of  Mineworkers  and  supported  by  private  subscription, 

Abbeyfield  Society  Homes,  There  are  two  Abbeyfield  Homes  in  Gosforth 
described  in  a subsequent  section  of  this  report,  Gosforth  Council 
make  a contribution  to  the  Society, 

Of  all  the  needs  of  elderly  persons,  housing  is  the  most  basic, 

A small  easily  worked  home  or  flat  can  make  an  old  person  independent 
for  much  longer.  For  those  less  able  to  cope,  group  dwellings  schemes 
have  been  tried  out  by  various  councils  in  the  last  few  years.  About 
20  bungalows  or  flats  are  groxjped  around  a warden's  home.  The  warden 
visits  daily  or  as  necessary  and  in  each  home  there  is  an  emergency  bell 
which  connects  with  the  warden's  home,  A communal  sitting  room  and 
other  facilities  can  be  provided. 
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HEALTH  AND  \5SLFAKE, 

Under  this  heading  can  bo  grouped  all  the  services  administered 
by  the  County  Council*  The  work  of  the  district  nurses  is  now 
largely  concer^u.  1 v/ith  the  elderly  and  the  health  visitors  are  also 
increasin^y  finding  time  to  see  old  people* 

The  County  Welfare  Officers  who  are  also  nent.al  health  officers, 
arrange  admission  to  old  persons  hones  and  also  visit  and  give 
assistance  to  a number  of  old  people  in  the  district.  In  a few  cases 
temporary  admission  to  hospital  or  part  111  accommodation  can  be 
arranged  so  that  relatives  are  able  to  have  a holiday. 

Most  of  the  work  of  the  hone  help  service  is  with  old  people.  In 
G-osforth  during  19^5  of  the  305  persons  served  by  a home  help,  235 
were  elderly,  51  part-time  hone  helps  were  employed, 

A large  amount  of  extra  equipment  is  issued,  much  of  it  purchased 
by  the  Gosforth  Nursing  Care  Committee,  Wheelchairs,  walking  aids, 
commodes,  bed  pans,  rubber  sheeting  and  rings,  back  rests,  hospital  beds 
etc,  are  all  supplied.  This  is  a service  v/hich  is  increasing. 

Chiropody  sessions  are  held  at  Gosforth  Clinic  on  Tuesdays  and 
Fridays,  patients  being  seen  by  appointment,  A number  of  old  persons 
\vho  are  unable  to  attend  the  clinic  receive  treatment  in  their  own  homes, 

VOLUNTARY  SERVICES, 

The  Gosforth  Old  Peoples  Welfare  Committee  have  been  in  existence 
now  for  eleven  years.  This  Committee  has  been  very  active  in  supporting 
clubs  and  other  bodies,  in  initiating  new  projects  and  in  organising  a 
visiting  and  car  outing  service, 

Abbeyfield  Society, 

This  society  owns  two  homes  in  Hawthorn  Terrace  and  in  each  there 
is  accommodation  for  five  elderly  persons.  This  type  of  accommodation 
is  ideal  for  many  elderly  people. 

Meals,  service,  and  help  where  needed,  are  provided  and  yet  it  is 
possible  for  each  resident  to  maintain  a high  degree  of  independence. 

It  is  good  to  know  that  this  society  may  well  extend  its  activities  in 
Gosforth, 

Meals  on  Wheels, 

This  service  is  run  by  the  Women* s Voluntary  Service,  At  present  96 
meals  are  delivered,  mainly  to  elderly  persons.  The  meals  are  obtained 
from  Winthrop  Laboratories  and  from  the  National  Coal  Board  Canteen, 
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and  are  conveyed  in  hot  locks  to  the  homes  of  suitable  recipients. 

The  old  person  pays  l/6d  for  the  meal.  The  County  Council  meets 
the  difference  between  the  l/6d  and  the  2/4d  charged  by  the  Coal  Board. 
Winthrop  Laboratories  subsidise  the  meals  which  they  supply,  G-osforth 
Covincil  pay  tho  transport  costs  amounting  to  £30  per  annum. 

Luncheon  Club,  "While  the  Meals  on  ITheels  Service  is  most  useful  for 
the  housebound  elderly  a luncheon  club  is  also  a very  helpful  service 
for  the  less  infliiac,  Not  only  do  the  old  people  get  a meal  but  they 
are  able  to  eat  in  the  company  of  others  which  makes  a welcome  change 
for  those  living  alone.  Such  a service  v/ould  seem  to  meet  a real  need 
in  Gosforth, 


Clubs,  There  are  6 Over  60’s  Clubs  in  Gosforth  : 

Beaumont  Over  60*s  Club  with  55  members 

Coxlodge  Welfare  Happy  Circle  Over  60's  Club  with  150  members 
G-arden  Village  Over  60*s  Club  with  37  members 

Kenton  & Gosforth  Residents  Association  Over  60’s  Club  v/ith  82  members 
Gosforth  Darby  and  Joan  Club  with  300  members 

South  Gosforth  Residents  Association  Over  60's  Club  with  50  members 

These  clubs  meet  once  per  week  or  so  and  organise  various  activities. 
They  also  act  as  a very  useful  pressure  group  to  voice  the  needs  of  the 
elderly. 

The  Bulman  Club  meets  daily  in  the  Central  Park,  This  is  a social 
club  open  to  retired  men. 


A visiting  service  is  organised  by  tho  old  people's  welfare  committee, 
47  members  pay  regular  visits  to  I50  old  people  and  a numhor  of  others 
are  visited  occasionally.  Loneliness  is  one  of  the  great  problems  of  old 
age  and  regular  visiting  is  one  of  the  v/ays  of  helping  to  counteract  this. 
Over  the  years  some  of  the  visitors  have  developed  a wide  knowledge  of  old 
age  and  its  problems,  Tho  visitors  are  able  to  inform  the  elderly  of  the 
various  statutory  and  voluntary  services  and  in  some  cases  either  to  give 
help  themselves  or  see  that  it  is  obtained. 


One  of  the  duties  of  tho  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  to  take 
appropriate  action  under  Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act  1948 
whore  people  are  living  in  insanitary  circumstances.  The  persons  who 
are  brought  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health's  attention  are  more  often 
than  not  'anti-social',  have  fallen  out  with  their  relatives  and  have 
refused  all  offers  of  help  from  neighbours  and  from  statutory  and 
voluntary  organisations. 
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Occasionally  hov/ever  a tragic  case  occurs  where  an  old  person  falls 
ill  and  no  help  is  available.  Various  methods  for  co\mteracting  this 
type  of  situation  have  been  tried.  Some  voluntary  orgarJ.sations 
have  arranged  for  street  v;ardens  to  keep  an  unobtrusive  eye  on  all  the 
old  people  in  the  area,  A lot  of  good  work  is  Cone  by  mi].!uaen  and 
others  who  are  quiclc  to  report  suspicious  circumstances.  Some 
voluntary  bodxes  organise  a "card  on  window"  S3".iten  and  various  local 
authorities  have  put  special  bells  in  old  people’s  homes  so  that  help 
can  bo  sxammoned.  The  best  system  is  of  course  the  grouped  dv;ellings 
scheme  referred  to  in  the  first  section  of  this  report. 

During  19^5  four  old  people  were  kept  under  observation  because 
they  were  living  in  bad  hygienic  conditions.  In  two  cases  with  the 
co-operation  of  the  family  doctor  admission  to  hospital  was  arranged. 

The  Gosforth  Old  Peoples  Welfare  Committee  also  run  a car  outing 
service  and  during  19^5  had  25  drivers.  Over  60  outings  v/ere 
arranged. 


YIELFARS  OF  THE  HAKDI CAPPED. 

Ma,ny  of  the  problems  of  the  handicapped  are  similar  to  those  of 
the  elderly  and  this  is  also  a field  where  co-operation  between  various 
statutory  and  voluntary  services  is  most  fruitful.  Most  blind  persons 
are  in  fact  elderly,  A class  is  held  once  per  fortnight  at  the 
Presbyterian  Church  Hall  and  on  the  same  premises  the  Gosforth  Voluntary 
Committee  for  the  Blind  have  a social  gathering  on  the  alternate  v/eek. 
The  Home  Teachers  of  the  Blind  who  are  also  social  worl<Brs  visit 
regularly. 

The  physically  handicapped  in  Gosforth  can  attend  a handicraft 
class  at  Longbenton  every  week  and  a social  gathering  is  arranged  once 
per  month. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
FOR  IH3  YEAR  ENDED  THE  31st  DECEIVER  I965. 


Mr,  Chainnan,  Ladies  and  G-entlemen, 

It  is  nr7  pleasure  and  privilege  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my 
report  on  the  work  of  the  Health  Department  in  the  field  of  environmental 
hygiene , 

During  the  year  staff  changes  took  place  involving  both  inspectorial 
and  clerical  staff.  In  connection  with  the  former  Mr,  R.H.  Aldus j the 
additional  Inspector  left  the  service  of  this  Council  on  the  7th  February 
to  take  up  a similar  appointment  with  Bagshot  R.D.C,  He  v/as  a first  class 
officer  and  I wish  him  well  in  his  new  appointment. 

The  succ^.ssor  to  Mr,  Aldus  was  Mr,  D.G-,  Jones  v/ho  came  to  this  Authority 
from  the  City  and  County  of  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  where  he  had  held  an 
appointment  as  a District  Public  Health  Inspector,  He  took  up  his  appointment 
with  this  Council  on  the  5th  Jiily, 

The  change  in  the  clerical  staff  involved  the  retirement  of  Mrs,  E.  C. 
Raine,  the  senior  clerk  who  had  served  this  Council  for  over  37  years.  The 
post  vacated  by  Mrs,  Raine  remained  unfilled  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Not 
unnaturally  both  sections  of  the  work  in  the  department,  i,e,  inspectoral 
and  clerical  suffered. 

During  the  year  the  approval  of  applications  for  Standard  G-rants  became 
a function  of  the  Health  Committee  and  your  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector 
v/as  authorised  and  instructed  to  deal  v/ith  the  ailministration  of  the  function 
in  the  receipt  of  applications,  inspection  of  houses  etc.  and  certification  of 
completion  of  work. 

Following  a report  submitted  to  the  Health  Committee  in  connection 
with  dwellinghouse s in  the  Sandringham  Road/Audley  Road  area  it  was  resolved 
to  declare  this  area  an  Improvement  Area-,  I hope  that  this  move  v/ill  prove 
to  be  the  forerunner  to  the  establishment  of  many  other  Improvement  Areas, 
thus  providing  other  sub-standard  properties  v/ith  modem  facilities  which 
they  are  lacking. 

The  year  was  one  of  great  activity  in  the  further  implementation  of  the 
Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  1963*  Out  of  a total  of  336  premises 
registered  at  the  end  of  the  year  234  premises  had  received  a general 
inspe  ction. 
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The  whole  of  the  district  has  a piped  water  supply,  provided 
hy  the  Newcastle  and  G-ateshead  ViTater  Company. 

I am  indobted  to  Dr.  A,  T,  Palin,  Chief  Chemist  to  the 
Nev/castle  & Cateshead  Water  Company  for  supplying  the  following 
information. 

Bacteriological  Examination. 

During  the  year  ended  31st  December  1965,  a total  of  1290  works 
control  bacteriological  samples  v/ere  examined.  Of  these,  five  \Yere 
"Satisfactory”,  six  were  "Unsatisfaotoiy" , and  the  remainder  were  of 
"Excellent  quality". 

In  addition  to  the  above,  205  bacteriological  sanples  were  taken 
at  the  Longbenton  Governor  House,  all  of  which  proved  to  be  of 
"Excellent  quality". 


Chemical 


Regular  chemical  analyses  of  the  water  supplied  to  Gosforth  were 
carried  out  during  the  year.  These  showed  that  no  significant  change 
in  chemical  composition,  compared  with  the  previous  year  had  occurred, 
and  the  resxolts  given  belov/  are  still  quite  typical  of  the  supply. 


Max. 

Min. 

Mean, 

pH  Value 

7.7 

6.8 

7.2 

Eree  CO 2 

16 

2 

6 

Alkalinity  (as  CaCOg) 

143 

50 

84 

Hardness  (as  CaGGj) 

Total 

194 

92 

138 

Carbonate 

143 

50 

84 

Non-Carbonate 

103 

28 

54 

Calcium 

176 

66 

112 

Magnesi\im 

60 

16 

26 

Chlorides  (as  Cl) 

17 

9 

12 

Sulphates  (as  SO 2^) 

72 

18 

46 

Silica  (as  Si02) 

4.2 

0.8 

2.4 

Fluorides  (As  P) 

0.3 

0.1 

0.2 

Iron  (as  Fe) 

0.25 

0.01 

0.07 

Manganese  (as  Mn) 

0,05 

0,01 

0.01 

Free  & Saline  Ammonia  (as  N) 

0.23 

0,04 

0.12 

Alb\iminoid  Ammonia  (as  N) 

0.20 

0.01 

0.09 

Nitrates  (as  N) 

2.0 

0.1 

0.8 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  pemanganate 

3.4 

1.0 

2.0 

Dissolved  Solids 

280 

130 

210 

Chemical  results  in  milligrams  per  litre 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 


Refuse  Collection, 

Despite  the  increasing  number  of  premises  f3rom  which  refuse  is 
collected,  and  with  no  comparative  increase  in  staff,  I am  happy  to  record 
that  it  was  possible  to  maintain  a weekly  collection  of  refuse  from  all 
premises.  Indeed  certain  food  premises  received  the  usual  bi-weelcly 
collection. 

Enquiries  in  connection  with  special  collections,  ioC,  large  accumulations 
of  garden  refuse  and  bulky  objects  such  as  unwanted  furniture,  including 
pianos,  continue  to  increase  rather  alarmingly.  Apart  from  the  fact  that 
the  staff  is  inadequate  to  deal  effectively  with  these  special  collections, 
the  disposal  of  some  of  the  articles  give  rise  to  a few  problems, 

Rellise  Disposal 

The  filling-in  of  the  site  at  Palmersville  was  completed  about  mid-year 
and  tipping  operations  transferred  to  a site  on  the  old  Coast  Road,  Both 
sites  are  si'fcuated  in  the  Urban  District  of  Longbenton  and  the  average  distance 
from  Gosforth  to  the  disposal  point  and  return,  is  approximately  10  miles. 

The  number  of  loads  deposited  in  the  tip  from  Gosforth  alone  was  A095 
representing  an  estimated  tonnage  of  10,000  tons. 

The  expenditure  incurred  in  the  disposal  of  refuse  is  equally  borne  by 
the  Longbenton  and  G-osforth  Councils, 

Once  again  it  is  my  pleasure  and  privilege  to  voice  on  your  behalf  our 
sincere  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Longbenton  Council  for 
continuing  to  provide  to  this  Council  facilities  for  the  disposal  of  refuse. 

In  this  particular  regard  I wo\ild  also  lilce  to  mention  Mr,  Thirkell,  Senior 
Public  Health  Inspector  to  the  Longbenton  Council, 

Regional  Refuse  Disposal, 

Many  local  authorities  in  the  Region  are  finding  difficulty  in  securing 
sites  for  the  disposal  of  refuse  and  the  problem  for  some  authorities  will 
become  acute  in  the  early  1970 *s. 

Factors  having  an  important  bearing  on  this  matter  are  (a)  the  character 
of  refuse  is  changing  (b)  the  volume  of  refuse  is  increasing  as  forms  of 
packaging  change  and  smoke  control  areas  are  introduced  and  (c)  the  v/eight 
of  refuse  per  person  is  increasing. 
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A Technical  Sub— Comird't'hee  of*  North  Rogional  Planning  Officers  examined 
and  reported  on  a number  ol  problems  vihich  the  region  was  facing.  One  of 
these  was  refuse  disposal  in  one  urban  sub-region,  Tyneside/Wearside.  A 
paper  was  prepared  revealing  the  nature  of  the  problem  which  was  considered 
to  demand  a comprehensive  solution  requiring  extensive  co-operation  between 
authoritie  s • 

The  Sub-Committee  explored  the  matter  further  vd-th  the  appropriate 
officers  of  the  local  authorities  concerned. 

Arising  out  of  this  meeting  the  following  proposals  were  adopted: - 

(a)  That  a Working  Party  Sub-Committee  be  set  up  to  consider  and  report  on 
the  long  term  measures  with  regional  refuse  disposal  for  Tyneside/Wearside, 

(b)  That  two  additional  Working  Party  Sub-Committees  be  set  up  to  examine 
and  report  on  the  measures  necessary  in  the  short  term  for  authorities  in 
(a)  North  l^noside  and  (b)  South  l^neside/iVearside, 

It  is  considered  that  a full  economic  study  of  alternative  methods 
cannot  realistically  be  undertaken  at  the  present  time  by  the  local 
authorities  in  the  region,  and  that  it  merited  a specialist  research  study. 

At  a joint  meeting  between  the  North  Regional  Planning  Committee  and 
representatives  of  Cleansing  Committees  of  the  Authorities  participating  in 
the  Regional  Refuse  Disposal  project,  it  was  resolved  that  the  Local 
Government  Opdratioh''.!  Research  Unit  be  engaged  at  a cost  of  £7,500  to  prepare 
proposals  vjithin  a period  of  one  year  for  the  future  development  of  regional 
refuse  disposal. 

It  v;as  further  resolved  that  the  method  of  sharing  the  cost  between  the 
participant  authorities  should  be  considered  by  the  Treasurers  concerned. 

Salvage  Dis-posal 

The  quantity  of  waste  paper  forwarded  to  the  Board  Mills  during  the 
financial  year  ended  the  31st  March  I966  v/as  2^12  tons,  an  increase  of  101 
tons  over  the  previous  financial  yoar. 

The  figure  of  412  tons  per  annum  represents  1,2  tons  per  month  per 
1,000  of  population,  and  realised  an  income  of  £3741,  an  increase  of  £1104- 
over  the  previous  year. 

This  is  a splendid  achievement  and  bears  witness  to  my  oft  repeated 
expression  that  this  urban  district  is  capable  of  producing  1,0  ton  of  waste 
paper  per  1,000  of  population  per  month.  This  success  is  due  to  at  least 
to  three  reasons,  firstly,  the  withdrawal  of  all  restrictions  by  the  Board 
Mills;  secondly  to  the  cariying  out  of  a publicity  campaign;  and  thirdly,  but 
by  no  means  least,  the  response  of  the  residents. 


--27 


The  tonnage  of  the  various  grades  of  waste  paper  forwarded  to  the  Board 
Mills  during  the  financial  year  and  the  income  received  from  the  sale  thereof, 
is  shown  as  follows:  - 


CRAPE 

T, 

c. 

Q. 

S a 

do 

Mixed  Paper 

239  0 

1. 

1. 

2091. 

3o 

1. 

Fib reboard 

72o 

19. 

3o 

748, 

2, 

9. 

Newsprint 

100, 

6. 

2. 

• 

<M 

0 

o^ 

5. 

0, 

A12. 

?• 

2. 

£37a. 

H 

0 

• 

10, 

These  figures  represent  an  all  time  record  for  the  Department  and  the 
manual  staff  was  fiolly  appreciative  of  the  Council’s  gratulations  v/hich  were 
conferred  upon  them. 

Costing  Returns  ( 19 65-66) 

The  new  depot  at  Christon  Road  has  now  been  in  use  for  the  greater  part 
of  the  year.  With  the  advent  of  improved  working  conditions,  plus  better 
facilities  for  clothes  drying,  partaking  of  meals  and  sanitary  arrangements 
etco,  the  depot  has  prov,'.!  to  be  a real  boon  to  the  v/orkmen  and  fully 
appreciated. 

Not  unnaturally;,  the  erection  of  the  depot  and  subsequent  running  of  it 
is  reflected  in  a sharp  increase  in  our  expenditure. 

The  cost  of  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  appertaining  to  this 
district  and  relating  to  1000  of  population  and  per  1000  premises  is 
described  belov/  and  for  the  sake  of  comparison  I have  again  covered  a period 
of  four  years,  I have  also  included  similar  costs  relating  to  districts 
v/ith  a population  range  of  under  3OOOO  so  far  as  the  figures  are  available. 


Per  1000  of  population 


1962/63 

1963/64 

1964/65 

1965/66 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Cosforth  U.D.C, 

733 

781 

827 

94C 

Other  Authorities 

831 

885 

- 

- 

Per  1000  premises 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Cosforth  U.D.C, 

2089 

2117 

2284 

2614 

Other  Authorities 

2551 

3290 

- 

- 

COST  STATEMENT 


^ T 

Item 

Particulars 

1 

Collection 

1 2 

Disposal 

3 

i 

Totals 

4 

Percentage 
)f  total 
^ss 

expenditure 

5 

1 ^ 

£ 

£ 

REVENUE  ACCOUNT 

1 

G-ROSS  EXPENDITURE: 

1 

( i)  Labour 

13904 

2A45 

! 16349 

i 54  1 

(±■5)  Transport 

7416 

2283 

1 9699 

32 

! 

(iii)  Plant,  equipment,  land 

2268 

hlQ 

2626 

9 

and  buildings 

(iv)  Other  items 

15 

1785 

1800 

5 

(v)  Total  gross  expenditure 

23543 

6931 

30474 

100 

2 

GROSS  INCOME 

38 

3761 

3799 

- 

3 

NET  COST 

23505 

3170 

26675 

- 

1 ^ 

Capital  exq)enditure  met  from 

- 

i 

revenue  (included  above) 

1 

UNIT  COSTS 

s • do 

s.  d. 

s • d« 

3 

Gross  cost  per  ton,  labour  only 

Collection  Item  l(i) 

26.  4. 

Disposal  Item  l(l) 

4.  8. 

31.  0. 

6 

Gross  cost  per  ton, transport 

only. 

1 

Collection  Item  l(ii) 

14.  1. 

h-*  ^•l 

j 

Disposal  Item  l(ii) 

18.  5. 

I 

'7 

Net  cost  (all  expenditure) 

per  ton 

Collection  Item  3 

44.  7 • 1 

Disposal  Item  3 1 

6,  0 , 

50.  7. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

8 

Net  cost  per  1,000  population 

828 

112 

9¥) 

1 ^ 

Net  cost  per  1,000  premises 

2303 

311 

2614 
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OPERATIOML  STATISTICS 


10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 
19. 


20. 


21. 


22. 


Area  (statute  acres)  - land  and  inland  water 1,739  acres 

Pop\ilation  at  30th  June  19^5  (Begistrar-G-eneral*s  Estimate).,.. .28 ,400  persons 

Total  refuse  collected ...10,547  tons 

Percentage  of  total  refuse  collected  (tons)  weighed. 5% 

Weight  (cwts)  per  1,000  population  per  day  (3^5  days  to  year)  . . . 20t.35 

Number  of  premises  from  which  refuse  is  collectedo 10,206  premises 

Premises  from  which  collections  are  made  at  least  once  weekly...  100^  of  total 
Average  haul,  single  journey,  to  final  disposal  point  (including 

NIL  miles  by  secondary  transport) 4 miles 

Kerbside  collection  expressed  as  estimated  percentage  of  total 

collection. NIL  ^ 

Total  refuse  disposed  of  (i)  council's  own  refuse. .10,547  tons 

(ii)  for  other  local  authorities NIL  tons 

( iii)  total .10.547  tons 


Methods  of  disposal  (Salvage  excluded): 

fa)  Crude  tipping - ^ 

(b)  Controlled  tipping 100^ 

(c)  Separation/controlled  tipping 

(d)  Direct  incineration 

(e)  Separation  and  incineration, - % 

(f)  Other  methods  (state  nature),. - ^ 


Salvage,  Analysis  of  income 

and  tonnage: 

100^ 

Tonnage 

Income 

Collected 

(included  in 

(included  in 

Item  2) 

Item  12) 

£ 

Tons 

(a^  Raw  Kitchen  Y/aste 

(b)  Scrap  Metal 

- 

- 

fc)  Waste  Paper 

374L 

412 

(d)  Other  Salvage 

**  

(e)  Totals 

£ 374L 

412 

Trade  Refuse: 

( a)  Income 

£.  .NIL.. 

(b)  Tonnage 

...NIL,,  tons 

3 '0“"* 


Unless  all  the  refuse  is  weighed  or  at  least  80^  of  it,  net  costs 
per  ton  are  apt  to  be  misleading.  There  is  a tendency  to  overestimate 
tonnages  and  thus  obscure  the  true  unit  costs,  where  refuse  is  not 
actually  weighed.  In  my  opinion,  for  fair  con5)arison,  costs  should  be 
related  to  1000  population  and  1000  premises. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  for  the  year  I963/64  (figures  beyond  this 
year  are  not  available)  the  average  net  cost  per  ton,  collection  and  disposal, 
relating  to  all  Authorities  which  weighed  80^  or  more  of  their  refuse  was  77/-d 
while  that  of  Authorities  which  v/ei^ed  less  than  80^  was  46/lOd  per  ton. 

The  highest  and  the  lowest  annual  net  costs  in  respect  of  the  larger 
urban  districts  for  I963/64  and  relating  to  per  1000  population  and  per 
1000  premises  is  as  follows: - 

Highest 
£ 

Per  1000  population  ' 1718 

Per  1000  premises  4171 

Staff 

Sickness  among  the  manual  staff  again  showed  a decrease  upon  the 
previous  year.  The  amount  involved  being  £3^4  representing  some  1225 
man-hours,  as  against  £392,  representing  1415  man-hours  for  the  previous 
year. 

During  the  year  I reported  the  retirement  of  Mr.  A,  Haswell,  a driver 
in  the  Health  Department  who  had  served  this  Council  for  29  years.  He  v/as 
an  efficient  and  conscientious  workman,  and  I trust  that  he  will  be  endowed 
with  good  health  to  enable  him  to  enjoy  his  retirement. 

It  is  a real  pleasure  to  pay  tribute  to  my  foreman,  Mr,  Bishton,  a 
veritable  tov7er  of  strength  in  the  department,  and  to  all  the  outside 
staff  for  their  commendable  efforts  duii-ng  the  year. 

Housing 

The  Gosforth  (Bowes  Street,  John  Street  and  Streatlem  Terrace) 

Compulsory  Purchase  Order  19^3  which  was  the  subject  of  a Public  Enquiry 
held  in  March  I965,  was  confirmed  with  modification.  During  the  year 
further  reports  v/ere  submitted  to  the  Health  Committee  on  the  condition 
of  the  houses  in  Irton  Street  and  it  was  resolved  that  the  Council  do 
proceed  to  deal  with  these  houses  as  unfit  for  hximan  habitation. 


Lowest 


615 

1657 
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The  prograixie  of  slum  clearance  subnitted  to  the  Minister  in  1955  has 
now  been  con^leted*  The  establishment  of  a further  programe  is  in  my 
opinion  somewhat  aggravated  by  the  existing  standard  of  fitness  of  a dv/elling- 
house.  This  standard,  laid  down  in  Section  4 of  the  Housing  Act  1957,  seems 
to  be  generally  accepted  as  a low  standard.  It  has  no  regard  for  the 
provision  of  bath  rooms,  a constant  supply  of  hot  v/ater,  or  indoor  sanitation. 

There  are  certain  properties,  situated  principally  in  the  Coxlodge  and 
central  areas,  in  respect  of  which  I v/ould  hesitate  to  give  a "reasonable  life". 
These  number  about  350  dwelling-houses  and  must  be  considered  for  inclusion  in 
any  future  slum  clearance  programme. 

There  also  exists  in  the  district  a greater  number  of  properties  which 
may  be  classed  as  *aged*  and  sub-standard,  but  not  necessarily  unfit,  i,e, 
based  on  present  day  standards.  These  properties,  with  the  aid  of 
In^rovement  G-rants  could  be  developed  into  houses  provided  v/ith  bathrooms, 
constant  supplies  of  hot  and  cold  water,  indoor  sanitation  and  suitable 
facilities  for  the  storage  of  food. 

Toward  the  end  of  the  year  I was  instructed  by  the  Health  Committee  to 
submit  a report  on  the  dwelling-houses  in  the  Sandringham  Road/Audley  Road 
area,  with  a view  to  the  declaration  of  the  area  as  an  In^irovement  Area, 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  survey: - 


Number  of  houses  surveyed  236 

N\imber  of  tenanted  houses  175 

Number  of  ov7ner/occupied  houses  6l 

Number  of  houses  provided  with  all  amenities  71 

Number  of  tenanted  houses  where  consent  obtained  l65' 

Amenities  Required 

Number  of  houses  not  provided  with  (a)  a bath  35 

(b)  a wash-hand  basin  67 

(c)  indoor  sanitation  154 

(d)  ventilated  food  store  82 

(e)  hot  water  to  a sink  15 


The  Council  resolved  to  declare  the  area  an  Improvement  Area  within  the 
meaning  of  Section  20  of  the  Housing  Act  1964*  The  properties  contained  in 
the  area  are  principally  "houses  in  flats",  and  by  definition  laid  down  in 
the  Act,  are  classed  as  tenement  blocks. 

The  compulsory  improvement  of  dwellings  is  a progressive  step  and  should 
go  far  in  increasing  the  rate  of  inprovement.  It  T;ill  be  appreciated  however, 
that  the  technical  and  administrative  work  involved  in  this  particular  field 
of  housing  is  fairly  considerable  and  that  increasing  demands  of  the 
department  can  be  expected. 


Standard  Grants, 

During  the 
Year 

Total 

Date 

1,  Number  of  separate  houses  for 
which  grants  have  been  made. 

30 

112 

2,  Number  of  houses  so  provided  with 

(a)  Bath  or  shower 

16 

63 

(b)  Wash-hand  basin 

18 

69 

(c)  Hot  water  supply 

17 

67 

(d)  Water  closet 

28 

103 

(e)  Food  store 

22 

80 

The  Rent  Aci 


The  general  reluctance  on  the  part  of  residents  to  utilise  the 
provisions  of  the  Rent  Act  was  again  in  evidence,  as  there  were  no 
applications  for  a Certificate  of  Disrepair, 


Housing  Statistics. 

New  Houses  completed  during  the  year. 

(a)  By  local  authority  47 

(h)  By  private  persons  99 


Closing  and  Demolition . 

(a)  Houses  demolished  in  Clearance  Areas 

(h)  Houses  closed  but  not  demolished 

(c)  Other  houses  permanently  discontinued 
as  d?/ellings  and  not  included  above. 

Unfit  houses  made  fit. 


5 

NIL 

35 

45 


(a)  After  informal  action  by  local  authority 

(b)  After  formal  action  by  local  authority 


8 
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Clean  Air  Act  1956. 


No  progress  was  made  during  the  yeax  in  connection  with 
establishing  Smoke  Control  Areas,  The  Council  resolved  to 
adhere  to  previous  decisions,  namely,  that  until  an  adequate 
supply  of  smokeless  fuel  was  available  for  those  preferring  open 
fires,  no  action  would  be  taken. 


During  the  year  four  minor  complaints  concerning  atmospheric 
pollution  were  received,  two  of  which  alleged  smoke  nuisances  arising 
from  the  burning  of  sawdust.  On  investigation  it  was . found  that 
at  both  premises  concerned,  specially  constructed  appliances  for  the 
burning  of  sawdust  were  in  use,  and  at  the  tine  of  the  investigation, 
no  smoke  nuisance  v/as  evident. 

It  was  resolved  to  keep  both  natters  under  observation. 


Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act 


There  are  no  known  premises  operating  within  the  district  as 
boarding  establishments  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act, 


The  Act  prohibits  the  keeping  of  a boarding  establishment  for 
animals  except  under  the  authority  of  a licence,  which  may  be 
granted  by  a local  authority. 


Pet  Animals  Act  1951 

No  application  for  licensing  of  premises  were  received  during 
the  year,  and  the  number  of  premises  licensed  under  the  Act  ramains 
at  one. 


Noise  Abatement  Act  i960 

Three  complaints  of  noise  nuisance  were  received  during  the 
year,  one  of  which  T;as  still  being  investigated  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 


The  other  two  coirplaints  v/ere  duly  investigated  and  dealt  with 
informally.  These  concerned  alleged  noise  nuisances  arising  from 
the  loud  droning  of  electric  sav;s  and  drills  from  two  factories,  and 
strange  as  it  may  soem,  noises  arising  from  the  repair  and  alteration 
of  a boat. 
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Drainage 


Nearly  six  hundred  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  the 
lay-out  of  new  drainage  systems  and  those  in  connection  with  the 
repair  and  reconstruction  of  existing  systems o Tv/o  hundred 
and  twenty— six  water  tests  vrere  carried  out  plus  the  application 
of  fifty-two  smoke  tests,  and  the  length  of  new  drainage  work 
tested,  amounted  to  over  three  thousand  yards. 

The  bulk  of  this  work  was  confined  to  building  operations 
taking  place  at  Pawdon  Farm  Estate,  Rectoiy  Road,  Ain  Crescent, 
The  Pairway,  Wansbeck  Road  and  Westfield, 


Disinfestation 

The  range  of  insects  dealt  with  was  again  quite  varied,  with 
the  cockroach  and  the  wasp  proving  the  most  troublesome.  Apart 
from  the  fact  that  the  v/asp's  nests  were  usually  situated  in  most 
inaccessible  positions,  the  destruction  of  the  nests  very  often 
proved  to  be  a painful  experience  for  the  operative. 

The  presence  of  pigeons  on  premises  continues  to  be  quite  a 
problem,  despite  the  placing  of  traps.  This  is  a problem  which 

could,  to  some  extent,  be  alleviated  by  the  complainants,  by  taking 
steps  to  properly  seal -off  all  cavities  around  the  premises  which 
afford  harbourage  for  the  pigeons. 

The  placing  of  food  on  lawns  etc,,  however  v/ell  intended, 
should  be  discouraged,  as,  not  only  does  this  practice  attract 
pigeons,  but  it  is  also  an  attraction  for  other  pests. 


Rodent  Infestation 

The  number  of  complaints  received  in  connection  with  rodent 
infestation,  was  eighty  as  ag.ainst  one  hundred  and  twenty-three 
the  previous  year. 

The  number  of  premises  involved  was  one  hundred  and  eighty— tv/o 
dwelling  houses.  Primary  and  revisits  amounted  to  seven  hundred 
and  seventy-eight. 

Seventy— six  dwelling  houses  v/ere  found  to  be  infested  with 
rats  and  fifty— eight  found  to  be  infested  with  mice.  There  VTas 
no  evidence  of  any  infestation  in  the  remaining  forty-eight  dwelling 
houses.  In  no  instance  v/as  any  major  infestation  encountered. 
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The  najority  of  business  premises  are  regularly  serviced  by 
servicing  agents.  This  is  a very  wise  and  necessary  precaution, 
particxilarly  in  connection  with  food  premises. 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  1963 

All  premises  covered  by  the  Act  were  required  to  be  registered 
;7ith  the  appropriate  authority  as  from  the  1st  May  lS6k-»  At  the 
end  of  the  year,  three  hundred  and  thirty-six  applications  for 
registration  had  been  received.  Of  this  number,  two  hundred  and 
thirty-four,  had  received  a general  inspection. 

There  are  three  main  classes  of  enforcing  authorities  for  the 
general  provisions  of  the  Act  - local  authorities,  H.M,  Factory 
Inspectors,  and  H.M,  Inspectors  of  Mnes  and  Quarries,  depending 
on  the  class  of  premises  concerned.  For  the  fire  provisions  there 
are  two  enforcing  authorities  - fire  authorities  and  Factory 
Inspectors  - again  depending  on  the  type  of  premises. 

The  Act  requires  local  authorities  and  the  London  County 
Council  (as  well  as  fire  authorities)  to  submit  to  the  Mnister 
of  Labour  an  annual  report  on  their  proceedings  under  the  Act, 

The  following  statistical  information  as  submitted  to  the  Minister, 
tends  to  portray  the  extent  of  the  task  undertaken  by  your  Inspectors, 
particularly  during  the  initial  stages,  when  general  inspections 
are  carried  out, 

(a)  Registrations  and  General  Inspections, 


i (1) 

' Class  of  Premises 

(2) 

( Number  of 
* 

premises 
registered 
during  the  year 

(3) 

Total  number  of 
registered 
premises  at  end 
of  year 

■ 

(4) 1 

Number  of 
registered 
premises 
receiving  a 
general 
inspection 
during  the 
year 

Offices, 

. 

2 

101 

45 

Retail  Shops, 

13 

206 

170 

Y/holesale  shops, 
warehouses. 

A 

1 

Catering 

Establishments  open 
to  the  public,  i 

canteens. 

24  j 

i 

17 

Fuel  storage  depots 

- 

__  i 

1 

j TOTALS 

15 

336  J 

234 

* 

(t)  Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors 
to  Registered  Premises  under  the  Act, 


520 


(c)  Analysis  of  Persons  employed  in 
Registered  Premises  by  Y/orkplace, 


Class  of  workplace  Number  of  persons  employed 

(1) 

(2) 

Offices 

1157 

Retail  Shops 

907 

T/holesale  departments,  warehouses 

14 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public 

207 

Canteens 

52 

Fuel  storage  depots 

1 

Total 

2338 

Total  Males 

839 

Total  Females 

1499 

1 

(d)  Analysis  of  Contraventions 

Contravention  in  respect  of; 

Found 

Sec,  4 Cleanliness 

26 

Sec,  6 Temperature 

98 

Sec,  7 Ventilation 

11 

Sec,  8 Lighting 

6 

Sec,  9 Sanitary  Conveniences 

75 

Sec,  10  Washing  facilities 

46 

Sec,  12  Clothing  Accommodation 

10 

Sec,  13  Sitting  facilities 

3 

Sec,  15  Eating  Facilities 

2 

j Sec,  l6  Floors,  passage  & stairs 

30 

j Sec,  24  First-Aid  - G-eneral  provisions 

Total 

365 
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(e) 

Exen5)tions  , 

NIL 

(f) 

Prosecutions, 

NIL 

(g) 

Reported  Accidents, 

1 

(h) 

Number  of  inspectors  appointed  under 
Section  52  (l)  of  the  Act* 

2 

Inspection  of  Food  and  Food  Premises 


Milk  Sarjplinis: . 

During  the  year  thirty-six  san^^les  of  "Untreated”  milk  were 
procured  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for 
bacteriological  examination. 

Thirty-four  samples,  representing  94o5?^  of  the  number  submitted, 
satisfied  the  Methylene  Blue.  Keeping  Quality  Test,  This  result  is 
a marked  improvement  upon'  the  previous  year,  when  the  corresponding 
figure  was  86,7^, 

A san^jle  of  pasteurised  milk,  procured  from  a local  cafe, 
subsequent  to  receiving  a complaint  concerning  the  quality  of  the 
milk  retailed  from  the  premises,  was  examined,  and  although  it 
satisfied  the  Phosphatase  test,  it  failed  to  satisfy  the  Keeping 
Quality  test,  Further  samples  taken  from  the  milk  churn  on  delivery 
to  the  premises,  and  also  from  the  dispenser  in  the  cafe,  failed  to 
satisfy?’  the  Phosphatase  test.  Representations  v/ere  made  to  the 
dairy  responsible  for  the  processing  of  the  milk^  following  which 
further  samples  procured,  satisfied  both  the  Keeping  Quality  test, 
and  the  Phosphatase  testo 

Ice-Cream  Sampling. 

I regret  that  during  the  ^’'oa.r  only  five  samples  of  ice-cream  were 
procured.  These  consisted  of  throe  sanples  of  "soft"  ice-cream 
and  two  samples  of  pre-wrapped  ice-cream.  Two  of  the  "soft"  ice- 
creams were  placed  in  G-rade  1^,  and  one  placed  in  G-rade  2,  Both  of 
the  pre-wrapped  samples  were  placed  in  G-rade  1, 
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Foad  and  DruiSiS  Act  1955 

Section  62  (Licensing  of  Slau^ter-Houses) , 

There  are  no  slau^ter-houses  in  the  district. 

Food  Premises, 

There  are  one  hundred  and  sixty- three  food  shops  in  the  district, 
details  of  which  are  shown  in  the  following  table 


Type  of  Premises 

No. 

Type  of  Premises 

No. 

G-rocei's 

24 

Retail  bakers 

15 

G-eneral  Dealers 

18 

Premises  with  ’Off-Licence’ 

12 

Meat  purveyors 

19 

Fishmongers  & Poulterers 

6 

Fruiterers 

13 

Bakehouses 

3 

Licensed  premises 

23 

Fried  Fish  & Chips 

6 

Confectioners 

18 

Cafes 

4 

The  number  of  visits  made  to  the  various  food  premises  in  the 
district  fell  by  23^5%;  three  hundred  and  ninety-seven  visits  being 
made  this  year  as  against  five  hundred  and  nineteen  visits  the 
previous  year.  This  reduction  in  the  number  of  visits  was  regrettable, 
but  inevitable,  and  resulted  entirely  from  lack  of  staff. 

The  standard  of  hygiene  throughout  the  district  remained  high  and 
it  was  not  found  necessary  to  resort  to  any  formal  action. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955 

Section  l6  (Registration  of  food  premises) • 

There  v/ere  no  applications  for  the  registration  of  food  premises 
during  the  year. 

Sixty— nine  premises  are  now  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice— ci^eamj 
two  premises  for  the  manufacture  of  ice-cream  and  twenty-eight  premises 
for  the  preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausages,  etc.,  intended  for  sale. 
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The  type  and  number  of  food  prendses  registered  as  aforesaid, 
are  shovm  as  follows; - 


1 

Type  of  Premises 

No,  Regd, 

Type  of  Premises 

No.  Regd. 

G-eneral  Dealers 

17 

Bakehouee  s 

3 

Meat  Purveyors 

16 

Retail  Bakers 

7 

Confectioners 

14 

Fruiterers 

hr 

Grocers 

17 

Fishmongers 

2 

Fried  Fish  8z  Chips 

6 

•Off-Licence' 

3 

Cafe 

1 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955 

Section  2.  (&eneral  protection  for  jourchasers  of  food  and  drugs). 
Section  8^  (Sale,  etc.,  of  food  unfit  for  human  consunption) . 


During  the  year  eighteen  complaints,  each  concerning  the  alleged 
unfitness  of  food  were  reported  to  the  Health  Committee.  Legal 
proceedings  v;ere  instituted  in  connection  with  eight  of  the 
complaints , 


In  one  instance,  follovd.ng  adverse  reports  on  the  bacteriological 
examination  of  several  tins  of  imported  meat  of  a particular  brand, 
the  results  were  forvmrded  to  the  Ministry  of  Health,  Apropos  the 
other  complaints,  a v/aming  v;as  issued  in  one  case,  and  no  action 
taken  in  the  remaining  eight  cases. 


Details  and  results  of  legal  proceedings 


Mouldy  apple  pudding  Fined 

Mouldy  sliced  loaf  Fined 

Mouldy  steak  and  kidney  Fined 

Mouldy  apple  tart  Fined 

Mouldy  " ” Fined 

Loaf  of  bread  containing  string  Fined 

Steak  and  kidney  pie  containing 
a metal  bolt  , Fined 

Tin  of  corned  beef  - contents 
decomposed  Fined 


are  as  follov/s;- 
£10 

£15  plus  £3 .18,0 d costs 
£40  plus  £3ol8c.0d  costs 
£20  plus  £3.18,01  costs 
£20  plus  £3.l8.0d  costs 

£5. 

£20, 

£30. 


Unsound  Food  (Voluntarily  Surrendered) 


The  amount  of  food  voluntarily  surrendered  showed  a marked 
reduction  upon  previous  years.  Only  eleven  tins  of  meat,  weighing 
88  pounds  plus  14  pounds  of  sausage  v/ere  surrendered. 

This  food  was  suitably  disposed  of  in  the  incinerator  situated 
in  the  council  depot. 

Adulteration  of  Food. 

I am  again  indebted  to  Mr,  C,L,  Arlidge,  Chief  Inspector  of 
Weights  and  Measures,  Northximberland  Coxinty  Council  for  supplying 
me  with  details  of  samples  taken  by  his  san^iling  officers  in  the 
Urban  District  of  Gosforth  during  the  year  under  review. 


Mr.  Arlidge  informs  me  that  one  hundred  and  sixty-six  samples 
were  procured  which  included  sixteen  samples  taken  at  schools. 


The  following  nine  samples  v/ere  adversely  reported  upon  by  the 
Public  Analyst: - 


Article 


Analyst's 


Action  Taken 


Lindisfame  Mead 


Prunes 


Prunes 


Prunes 


Prunes 


The  sample  contained  2^o 
proof  spirit  whereas  the 
label  declared  that  it 
CO n t aine d 26, 5?^ • Equal 

to  a deficiency  of 

Contained  250  parts  per  ) 

million  of  Sorbic  Acid,  ) 

Contained  145  parts  per  ) 

million  Sorbic  Acid,  ) 

Contained  460  parts  per  ') 

million  tin..  i,e,  210  ) 

parts  per  million  in  ) 

excess  of  recommended  ) 

maximum,  ) 

Contained  420  parts  per  ) 

million  tin,  i,e,  170  ) 

parts  per  million  in  ) 

excess  of  recommended  ) 

maximum 


Subsequent  samples 
found  to  be 
satisfactory. 


Further  sample 
taken  (see  next 
sample) 

All  stocks  v/ithdrawn  and 
shipped  back  to  U.S.A, 

Further  sample  taken 
(see  next  sample) 


All  stocks  withdrawn 
and  canning  technique 
altered. 


Action  Taken 


Article 

Analyst’ s Report 

Action  Taken 

Prunes 

Contained  3^0  parts  per  ' 
million  tin,  ioO,  110  ^ 
parts  per  million  in  ] 
excess  of  recommended  > 
maximum,  ^ 

) Further  sample  taken 

I (see  next  sample) 

I 

1 

1 

Prunes 

Contained  380  parts  per  ] 
million  tin,  i.e,  I30  ] 
parts  per  million  in  ] 
excess  of  recommended  ) 
maximum,  J 

1 

1 All  stocks  v/ith drawn 

1 and  returned  to 

i supplier 

1 

Pork  Sausages 

Contained  preservative 
within  the  permitted 
limits  but  was  not 
declared. 

Manufacturer  to 
improve  labelling 
procedure  to  avoid 
non-dis closure  by 
the  retailer. 

Dried  Sage 

This  sample  contained  an 
excess  of  Zinc, 

This  article  had  been 
stored  for  a 
considerable  time. 
Further  samples  taken 
proved  to  be  genuine. 

Mr,  Arlidge 

informs  me  -that  in  connection  with  the  six  samples 

of  canned  prunes  wklch  were  found  to  contain  quantities  of  tin  varying 
from  350  p.p.m,  to  AoO  p.p.n*,  the  Public  Analyst  reported  that  he  was 
almost  certain  that  this  v/as  derived  from  the  inside  of  the  cans  since 
prunes  do  not  contain  any  appreciable  concentration  of  tin.  The 
length  of  time  that  the  fruit  had  been  canned  would  have  had  a material 
bearing  upon  the  amount  of  tin  present  as  the  cans  were  unlacquered. 
Although  a Sub-Committee  cf  mu-  'vjod  Standards  Committee  reported  to 
the  Minister  of  Food  in  1933  that  ’-there  v/as  practically  no  evidence 
of  cases  of  poisoning  attributable  to  excessive  tin  content  of  canned 
food”  they  did  recommend  hov/ever  that  a limit  of  250  p.p.m,  should  be 
maintained  since  a high  tin  content  v/ould  be  contrary  to  good 
commercial  practice  and  possibly  be  injurious. 

Representations  made  to  the  Canners  revealed  that  although  the 
Industry’s  own  Research  Association  had  recommended  the  application 
of  lacquer  to  cans  used  for  canning  prunes,  the  Canners  themselves 
claimed  that  such  a process  would  result  in  a lower  quality  product  due 
to  flavours  being  carried  from  the  laoquer  to  the  prunes.  The  Canners 
stated  that  they  preferred  the  quality  of  the  prunes  in  the  plain  can 
with  its  knovm  limitation  of  shelf  life  to  the  inherent  reduction  of 
quali-ty  due  to  the  lacquered  can. 


Factories  Act  19^1 
PART  1. 


INSPECTIONS 


Premises 

Number 

Number  of 

1 

on 

(1) 

Register 

(2) 

1 Written 
Inspections  1 Notices . 
(3)  1 (4) 

Occupiers  | 
: Prosecuted  1 
(5)  ; 

1 

: 

Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3 s h-  and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities,. 

1 

1 

! Nil 

1 

Nil  1 

1 

1 

1 (ii) 

I 

Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 

Authorxty •«,••••• 

6l 

33 

1 1 

Nil 

1 (iii) 

Other  premises  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-wotkers'  premises) 

6 

18 

1 Nil 

Nil 

\ 

Total,. 

68 

52 

1 1 

Nil  1 

- 45  - 

Factories  Act  1961 


Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  7;ere'  found. 


1 Particulars 

1 

Number  of 
defects 

cases  in  which 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
v/hich  pro- 

i 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred 

to  H.M,  by  H.M. 

Inspector  = Inspector 

1 (5)  1 

secutions 

were 

instituted 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

0 Nil 

Nil 

r 

Nil 

Nil  1 

Nil 

1 Overcrowding  (S.2) 

- 

- 

i 

- 

- 

Unreasonable 

1 tenperature  (S.3) 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

1 

i 

I Inadequate 

1 ventilation  (S,4) 

- 

- 

- 

** 

- 

1 Ineffective  drainage 
j of  floors  (S,6) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  conveniences 
(S.7) 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

(a)  Insufficient,.,,,, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

j 

i (b)  Unsuitable  or 

1 defective.... 

1 

1 

- 

1 1 

- 

1 ( c)  Not  separate  for 

; SOX0  ••  •••  •••••# 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total... 

1 

1 

Nil 

1 j 

Nil 

UU  -T 


Pactories  Act  1961, 
PART  VIII 

(OUTWORK) 

(Sections  133  & 134-) 


Section  133 1 

Section  134 

j 

No,  of  out- 
workers in 

August  list 
required  by  \ 

Section  133 
(l)(o)  1 

1 

No.  of  I 

prosec-  1 

utions  for  | 
failure  to  i 
supply 
lists 

No.  of  ■ 

instances 
of  work 
in  unwhole . 
some 

premises 

Notices 

Served 

1 

Prose-  1 
cu-  i 

tions 

1 

1 

(?) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7)  1 

1 ^/earing] 
i apparel] 
/ 

making 

etc. 

cleaning 

1 1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

i 

Nil  1 

1 > 

and 

washing 

- 

- 

- 

i 

i Stuffed  toys 

1 1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil  1 

Total 

2 1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

■ 

Nil 
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TABLE  1> 


(Complaints  received  and  dealt  with) 


Nature  of  Complaint 


No»  of  Complaints, 


Accxiraulations  20 
Atmospheric  Pollution  4 
Dampness  (Dwelling  House)  25 
Defective  Drains  10 
Defective  dustbins  18 
Disrepair  (Dwelling-iHouse)  UO 
Extraneous  matter  in  food  18 
Foul  Smells  18 
Noise  Nuisances  5 
Overcrowding  2 
Vermin  (insects)  30 
Vermin  (Rats  and  Mice)  80 
Miscellaneous  15 


283 


- 2,6  - 

TABLE  11, 

(Summaiy  of  Visits) 


Accumulations  12 

Dwelling  Houses  719 

Ditches  and  Streams  2 

Drainage  Systems  585 

Drain  Test;- 

Smoke  52 

Water  226 

Factories  (Mechanical)  33 

(Non-mechanical)  19 

(Outworkers)  12 

Food  Premises  397 

Ice-Cream  Samples  5 

Infectious  Diseases  Enquiries 

Disinfections  3 

Revisits  69 

Improvement  Grants  300 

Licensed  Premises  30 

Milk  Samples  and  Enquiries  2+2 

National  Assistance  Act  12 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Prenises  52+1 

Rodent  Infestations; - 

Rats  2,82, 

Mice  292, 

Refuse  Collection  - Supervision  2+07 

Schools  Re,  Sanitation  2 

Shops  Act  35 

Smoke  Observations  1 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  3 

Verminous  Premises  92 

Water  Samples  2 

Workplaces  38 

Miscellaneous  69 


Total 


4527 


CONCLUSION 


It  always  affords  me  the  greatest  of  pleasure  in  concluding  wy 
report  to  e:q)ress  my  sincere  appreciation  for  the  kind  support  I have 
received  throughout  the  year  from  the  Chairman  of  the  Council,  the 
Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee  and  from  all  other  members  of  the 
Council,  I am  deeply  grateful  for  the  syn^jathetic  and  courteous 
manner  in  which  my  reports  to  the  various  committees  have  been  received 
and  dealt  with, 

I would  also  like  to  thank  the  Clerk  to  the  Council  and  Dr,  Smith 
for  their  advice  and  support,  and  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the 
other  Chief  Officials  for  the  co-operation  received  in  dealing  with  the  many 
and  varied  matters  occuxring  during  the  year. 

My  report  would  seem  incomplete  if  I failed  to  express  my  sincere 
appreciation  of  the  commendable  efforts  made  by  my  additional  Inspectors 
and  the  clerical  staff,  I trust  that  Mrs,  Raine  will  be  blessed  with 
good  health  so  that  she  may  be  able  to  enjoy  the  retirement  she  so 
richly  deserves. 


I am,  Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


Your  Obedient  Servant, 


GEORGE  STENGER, 


Senior  Public  Health  Inspector, 
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